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INTRODUCTION 
March 2020

The 2019 Annual Report is a commemorative showcase of projects completed not only by Passyunk Avenue
Revitalization Corporation (PARC) but its partners which include the East Passyunk Avenue BID, local
businesses, and residents. The impact of partners working together for the good of the business district is 
quantifiable in metrics such as vacancy rate, job hires and retention, number of events, number of new
businesses, storefronts improved, and the list goes on. There are two things to consider as it relates to a strong 
business district; the first being that an avenue doesn’t maintain itself, nor does it attract businesses, hang lights, 
or cleanup after farmers markets. Really, it takes people and partners to deliver services that cannot always be 
performed by municipal government. Secondly, a vibrant commercial district means that the surrounding
neighborhoods and its residents see true value in calling the area home and that they will utilize the district. 
Without their buy-in, the efforts of partners, no matter how grand, will not create a sense of place.

East Passyunk Avenue continues to evolve and as this happens, we see change in public spaces and storefronts. 
Last year, PARC welcomed another new business, River Twice and its owners Amanda and Randy Rucker, to 1601 
East Passyunk Avenue. The space was once occupied by Izumi and owners Lynn Rinaldi and Corey Baver, who 
decided to hang-up their kitchen aprons after a long run. On December 31st, we saw the closing of 
Brigantessa but were excited to welcome our new tenant Ember & Ash and its owners Scott Calhoun and Dave 
Feola. Change is good and it keeps things interesting and vibrant. When businesses continue looking for 
locations along the Avenue, it says something positive about the neighborhood.

PARC and its board of directors wants to thank its tenants both commercial and residential for supporting our 
mission of improving East Passyunk Avenue. PARC’s tenant’s pay rent which goes back into building preservation, 
public space improvements, and maintenance. PARC and its partner EPA BID provide six-days a week cleaning 
along East Passyunk Avenue and along South Broad Street and these efforts are costly. More information on trash 
collection amounts and routes is located on page 5 of the 2019 Annual Report.

PARC and its partners will continue to support the district in new and exciting ways in 2020. I hope the 
following pages provide valuable information on East Passyunk Avenue and why it is the backbone to a great 
residential community in South Philadelphia. 
Sincerely,

Bryan R. Fenstermaker
Executive Director
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Our Mission 

Passyunk Avenue Revitalization Corporation (PARC) has a 
dual mission as both a non-profit real estate development/
management company and a public space maintenance and 
enhancement organization. As a non-profit organization, 
PARC owns real estate primarily on the Passyunk Avenue 
retail corridor from Federal Street to McKean Street. With the 
income from these properties PARC provides 
supplementary public space maintenance and improvement 
services along Passyunk Avenue as well as parts of Federal,
Broad, Snyder, and Jackson Streets. 

PARC will remain a long-term holder of its Passyunk 
Avenue assets, continuing to maintain and upgrade its 
existing mixed-use holdings and will periodically use the 
proceeds from the sale of some of its properties to purchase 
and improve other deteriorated buildings or undeveloped 
sites on and adjacent to the corridor.

PARC will ensure a quality retail mix that serves both the 
neighborhood and the region. Retail leasing decisions will 
balance prudent investment principles with community 
service objectives.
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WHERE WE ARE 

The PARC office is located in the East Passyunk area of the South Philadelphia.  
This area includes both the 19148 and 19147 zipcodes. 

KEY
    

      East Passyunk 

PARC Office

                    Passyunk Avenue



Context
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IN EAST PASSYUNK YOU’LL FIND...

24,040 residents
30 restaurants

4 public spaces

20 offices

16   bars

60
 shops

11 bus routes

3 BSL stops



WHAT WE DO



KEEPING IT CLEAN & GREEN W
ork
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Bags Removed Per Month in 2019This year,PARC partnered with
 SEAMAAC to expand our waste 
management efforts throughout 
more of South Philadelphia. The 
PARC staff clean both the 
primary commercial corridor and 
access ways in order to ensure 
clean,safe, and welcoming 
streets for community members
and visitors traveling along The 
Broad Street Line to enjoy the 
many shops, restaurants, and 
events that our neighborhood 

has to offer. In total over 5,499 
bags, or 120,978 lbs of 
trash were collected!

PARC 2019 CLEANING SERVICE AREA 



COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT 
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Supporting the 
Local Economy

DOLLARS SPENT
Annual/Person

 
Food At Home               $3,950                                                   
 

Dining Out & Takeaway  $2,161                                             

Entertainment                $2,705                                                   
  

Apparel & Services        $1,835                                       
            

Pets & Pet Care            $12,500                                               
              

Total Retail Sales     $950,046                             

26,349
JOBS

Welcome to the Avenue, River 
Twice!  

Other Services                                             621
Accommodation & Food Service          3,072
Arts & Entertainment                                6,952
Healthcare and Social Services            3,519
Educational Services                                   322
Admin & Waste Management                   829
Management of Companies                      146
Technical Services                                         225
Real Estate                                                       429
Finance & Insurance                                     187
Information                                                      593
Transportation & Warehousing              3,706
Retail                                                               3,286
Wholesale Trade                                         1,705
Manufacturing                                                           590
Construction                                                               168



WHO WE SERVE
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Community Quick Stats Property Values

Income Distribution

Family Friendly

High Home 
Ownership Rates

Low Vacancy

20 Year Neighborhood 
Profile 

This past year, PARC conducted a study 
of neighborhood change in South 
Philadelphia. The findings demonstrate 
that South Philadelphia has grown steadi-
ly over the past two decades. This trend 
is projected to continue. This neighbor-
hood is one of the most
diverse in the city of Philadelphia with 
a significant immigrant population and  
large pockets of residents speaking 
Spanish or an East Asian language. South 
Philadelphia has many families in 
addition to one of the largest 
concentrations of an aging population 
in the City. Median income and proper-
ty values have increased while poverty 
rates  have remained fairly stable. Overall, 
South Philadelphia is a diverse, stable, 
vibrant, and walkable community that is 
projected to grow over the next few 
years. 

91% 
Occupied

70% 
Familes

56% 

44% 

O
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FINANCES

2019’s Finances 
Throughout the past year, PARC has directed its funding towards community
improvements,such as street cleaning and bike rack installation. In addition, our 
funds have been applied to the maintenance and renovation of commercial and 
existing PARC owned properties. PARC will continue to balance community needs 
with development. For more information on how our finances are 
broken down, see the graphic below! 

17%

53%

20%

CLEANING 

BEAUTIFICATION 

10%

PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

TAXES

(Data from FY19)
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